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Among the few things to remain un- 
changed by our modem civilization are the 
songs and ballads of the old west. The very 
same western songs that were sung on the 
trails of Texas, and in the cow camps across 
the vast sagebrush expanse from Wyoming 
to California, are still sung today by a new 
generation of trail-dusty, unshaven cowhands. 
The old range land songs and ballads, al- 
most without exception, are stories of heroic 
action, manly chivalry and sentiment, loyalty 
to man and beast, and a deep respect for 
women. These things combined make up the 
Western Code, which we still applaud wher- 
ever the spirit of the West prevails. 

The cowboy sang his lusty or sentimental 
ballads for many reasons. He sang to enter- 
tain himself on lonely rides, or to quiet restive 
cattle on a waterless or stormy trail. Some- 
times he sang just for the fun of it, but more 
often because he liked the sad, sentimental 
strain that runs through most western ballads. 
Since his daily routine was raw and lusty, he 
often sang of the "tender things" of life. And 



when the songs told of strife and death, al- 
most invariably honor and. right won over 
wrong. 

Many times the cowboy improvised the 
songs he sang, as for example the "Ogallaly 
Song," which was just made up as the trail 
went north by men singing on night guard, 
with a verse for every river on the trail. An- 
other example was the "Old Chisholm Trail," 
a song of life on the endless, dusty longhorn 
trails up from Texas, to which was added im- 
provised verses numbering more than a hun- 
dred odd! 
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3lX, TONIGHT WS'LL fPOCND U" 

mende?50n's w^cle nosth i gotcha 
mebo; one op t^je 80vs will a ace ■ 
Cut a hole in tw= pence, 
same as usual' 
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POWN.' UNLESS VOL l/jrfjjj 

WANT A BULLET J^J- :^ 
IN VOU£ BACK!/>^ ' ■-;! 

V H "^^ HMB1 


.jf h, you pon't/ j>^ 


*? 


S 


1KB' 






j&L']K 


S^HSli 








iHii 






WE'LL BE AX TME CABIN.' ^ /^NEVEE MINP THE 
ANP ME BETTER. UAVG A "X \ E?2IVE3.' LETS SO-' 
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... NOW TUAT VOU SUOT S ■ 
THE PEIVER!/ 
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_L HAVE TO ACWilT 
THAT WAS ONE 0^ THE 
5A\A£TEST JOBS I' 1 
EVER SEEN... WQNPER. 
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/iT'S SETTING LATEf 
WE'LL NEVES FIND THE 
MONEY, ANP GE" 
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I WISH LAESEN't? SHOW. 
ANP WE COULD SlT 
OUTA US£S.' I PON' 
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NEVER MINP THAT NOW-/ 
...I JUST CAME TO 
RftV OUR. A\OET&MSE! 




